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113 S. Ranunculus, aconiti folio, flore albo nuilti- 
plici. Ibid. 

1 1 39. pratcnfis,cre£lu5,acns, flore pkno. 

Ibid. 

1 140. Rhus Virginiana^ fparfa panicula ramispatulis 

glabris. Hort. Elth. 

1141. Saxifraga pratenfis, flore plcno, 

1 142. Smilax humillima unifolia. Tourn* 

1 143. Scabiofa percgrina, capite oblongo nigricantc, 

Zibethi odore. C. B. 

1 144. Siliqua dulcis. C J5. & Off. 

1 145. Spira:a, Hyperici folio* Tourn. 
1146. ,Opuli folio. Ibid. 

1 147. Salicis folio. Ibid. 

1 148. Tagetes minor, flore iiniplici ftriato. Ibid. 

1 149. Verbena tenuifolia. C. B. 

1 1 fo. Xeranthemum flore albo pleno. Hort. Lug. 
Bat* 



VIII. ^art of a Letter from Mr. George Howell, 
Surgeon^ at Haverfordweft, to Mr. W.Wat- 
fon, F. R. S. concerning the extraciing a 
large Stone bj an Aperture in the Urethra, 

Head June 5. JOHN COT^, of the Parifii of Roc/:^^ 
'7^ • /in the County of Tembroke, agec! 

40, was from his Infancy troubled with nephritic 
Complaints, and frequent Obftruftions of Urine. He, 
at 25 Years of Age, had a total SuppreflTion of Urine 
for fome Days 5 when, upon a Stone's rufning out 
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of the Bladder into the Urethra^ he had immediate 
Eafc from his Pain ; and was therefore negligent con- 
ccrnina: its Extraction from thence. 

Five Years after^ he married y the Stone remahiing 
in the Urethra\^'\i\d\ was then (as he imagines) 
about the Size of a Wahiut. 

In the Space of four Years, his Wife brought him 
two Children* About that time he fent for me, and 
wanted me to diflblve the Stone 5 he having juft then 
read fome Treatifes fpeaking largely of the Powers 
of lithontriptic Medicines. I told him, that, admit- 
ting the Power of the Diflblvents of the Stone might 
be very confiderable, when the Stone was in the 
Bladder, and might be furrdunded by the medicated 
Urine, very little was to be expeded in the Pofturc 
the Stone then lay \ but, if he was willing to have 
it cut out, I would undertake the Operation. This 
he would by no means confent to 5 andfo we parted 
at that time. I heard no more from him for fix 
Years. 

In Atigtift laft I had a Meflage from his Family, 
d^firing my AiBftance, they believing him dying 5 he 
having had a total Suppreffion of Urine between 
three or four Days. 

Juft as the Servant was coming with the Meffage, 
his Urine had forced a Paflage through the fuperior 
Part, or "Dorfum Tents y and had flowed out plenti- 
fully. 

Upon my coming to him, I propofed cutting out 

the Stone; his Anfwer was, he would fubmit to 

whatever I ftiould think neceffaryj he being now 

convinced, that, 4f he were not fpeedily relieved, his 

Death would be inevitable. 

The 
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The whole Quantity of Urine, which was con- 
tained in the Bladder, had made its Way through 
the new Opening in the Back oi the Tmis^ and 
therefore, at prefent, the Inflammation of the Pmi 
being very violcnti I deferred the Operation, and only 
applied a Fomentation and Cataplafm, to take off 
that Inflammation. 

I returned in two Days 5 and, by an Incilion into 
the Urethra near three Inches long, I extrafted the 
Stone, which had been there fifteen Years* It 
weighed two Ounces and half, and meafured fix 
Inches round, in the Direction it lay in the Pmis^ 
About fifty fmall Stones lay between this great one 
and the Bulb of the Urethra. Thefe came forth from 
this Incifion. After this, I put in five Pins, and made 
the twifted Suture, and then introduced a leaden 
Canula. 

The Urine pafled regularly two Daysi when an 
Inflammation came on, which tore out all the Stitches* 
I tried once more, and took the greatcft Hold pofll- 
ble I but the Urethra was fo tender, that my Endea- 
vours to unite the Lips of the Wound were fruitlcfs. 

The Man was glad to compound for Life, even 
with the Lofs of the Tems^ if that were neccfiary, 
which the Stone had increafed to an enormous Bulk* 
But, after my attending and dreflOing him about two 
Months, the Orifice, through which the Stone was 
exfra^led, was reduced to half an Inch in Length 
from the Franum backwards. But akho' I intro- 
duced a leaden Pipe near three Inches long into the 
Urethra^ the Urine never came through the natural 
Orifice, but flill continues to pafs through the Aper- 
ture. 
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The Paflage in the Back of the VeniSy made by 
the Urine before the Operation, heal'd up kindly. 
He hos fmce been much rejoiced, that the Incifion 
could not be healed, bccaufe he has lately voided 
feveral large Stones that Way 5 which he nioft pro- 
bably muft have been cut for again, had that been 
clofcd. 

For feveral Years his Urine did not drop, but by 
the Introdu£lion of a knitting Needle, or fuch-like 
Inftrumcnt, which would move the Stone : And this 
Operation generally took up two Hours every Morn- 



ing. 



You will fee eafily which Way the Stone lay in 
the Merits-, by obfcrving fome Holes therein, which 
the Patient had made with the knitting Needle, hoping 
to pu(h through it in time. Thefe Holes are in the 
Fore Part, or againft the natural Orifice. The other 
End you will find quite polifhed, by the Friction of 
the fmall Stones againft it. The fuperior Part is like 
the Glans Tents: If you place the Stone upon a 
Table, and obferve it at a fmall Diftance, it feems 
not unlike a Glans cut off, only larger. 

I fhall gJve you no further Trouble upon this Ac- 
count; but fhall only mention, that, a Fortnight after 
the Operation, his Wife was delivered of a third Child. 
She has the Charafter of a very virtuous Woman ; 
but how ih^femen in coitu could pafs by this Stone, 
when the Urine could not, but with fuch Difficulty, 
I do not pretend to determine. 
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